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OPPORTUNITIES AND CHALL ENGES FOR CBM DEVELOPMENT IN CHINA

ZHA | Guang-ming (Academician of Chinese Academy of Engineering) , HE Wenryuan (CNPC Consult-
ing Centre). NATUR. GAS IND. VOLUME 28, ISSUE 3, pp. 1-4, 3/25/2008. (ISSN 1000-0976; In
Chine)

ABSTRACT : In light of energy demand and the status quo of CBM exploration and development in China, this paper firstly in-
troduced what and how Chinese CBM industry could learn from many success ul experiencesfromthe U.S. A. , Austraia, and
Canada, etc. ; then analyzed in-depth both favorable opportunities and potent risks that CBM exploration and development in
China had to face up with. Many suggestions were put forward as follows: (1) economic policy on CBM industry should be
much more open than that on conventional oil and gas; (2) compulsive policy on " CBM gas extraction before coal in coal mines'
should be performed by encouragement and punishment ; (3) laws and regulations should be established on CBM resource pro-
tection and industry supervison. Chinese CBM industry will take this challenge to develop well in the eleventh Five Year plan.
SUBJECT HEADINGS: China, CBM , exploration and development , resource protection, policy, regulation, industrialization
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NEW PROGRESS IN COAL BED METHANE INDUSTRY OF CHINA

SUN Mao-yuan, L1U Yi-jun (China United Coalbed Methane Co. , Ltd.). NATUR. GAS IND. VOL-
UME 28, ISSUE 3, pp.59, 3/25/2008. (ISSN 1000-0976; In Chines)

ABSTRACT : Based on the latest statistics, CBM resource reservesin China, the top third country in the world, have been up
to 36.81 TCM in total under the burial depth less than 2000 m, equivalent to the conventional natural gas resource on the land.
After ten more yearsin exploiting CBM under the support by the government , CBM industry in China has achieved in many
progresses including the basc theory research, E & P technology, commercial production, etc. , which provide ground for
CBM production in large scale. By the end of 2006, 1573 CBM gas wells had been drilled and completed. 80 % of the drilled
CBM gas wells are distributed mainly in Shanxi , Shaanxi , and Mongolia Autonomous Region. At present 0.3 % of total CBM
resource has been tapped to be 113.029 BCM as the explored CBM reserve, 86.165 BCM of which can be obtained by ground
exploitation, and 26.864 BCM got by mining extraction. CBM industry has not only found itsown way in exploration and de-
velopment in recovery of coa bed methane, but aso achieved good results by cooperating with other countries. The most im-
portant of all isthat the CBM industry owns a set of technology and techniques on CBM geological assessment and conventional
exploration and development.

SUBJECT HEADINGS: China, coabed methane, resource reserve, reserve, exploration and development , status quo, pros
pect , supporting techniques
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